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Status of Veterinary Profession
,"/

1. ‘Under the Soviet occupatlon the Ministry of Agriculture in Moscow wes in charge
of animel disease control for the Ukraine. The unlt directly responsible for
planning and administration was the Chlef Veterinaxry Medical Adminlstration.

This orgen had & reglonal office in the regional headquarters of the ‘Minlstry
of Agriculture at Kiev. Although it was set up as an administrative organ, its
mein operating function was to translate the existing and chenging reguletions
sent from Moscow into the Ukreinian langusge. This office was salso in charge
of printing end distributing this printed matter. Although the Chisf Veterinary

- Administration in Kiev was part of the Ministry of Agriculture, its ‘director there
was responsible only %o the Minister in Moscow. His aldes were known &8 _
*inspectors” and were directors of specialized categories such as horse ailments,
dlseases of long-horned cattle, diseases of gheep, swine, rabbits, fowl, etc.
There was also & statistics division run by so-called “eontrollers.” There vas
another sectlon of agriculturel education and a section for both clinical and
medicel supply. The editors of veterinery jJournals operated seperately from
these. other sections. '

2 Previous to the Soviet occupation the West Ukraine was divided merely on county
. levelgs Each county had its owmn sgricultursl department. These departments. '
<" ysuslly consisted of a few agronomists, zootechnicians and veterinsrians. The
-coumnty veterinary hospitals employed one or two veterinarians, usually with
sssistants, and a stable man who took cere of horses and other animals. The
veterinerians were paild directly by the government and were not allowed to do

‘private practice. I do Mot know the amount of thelr saleriles. '

3+ The pre-Soviet county division was kept vaguely intact by the Veterinary Medical
‘Administration, which set up "veterinary ereas® with a "senlor veterinerien” or
with en "inspector" at 1ts head. . Usually these “areas" corresponded to the pre-
Soviet county divisions and were divided into two or three “veterinery medical
points.® The veterinsry medicel eree always corresponded to the administrative
region under the VMA,end ps a rule the senior veterinarian of an sree was himself

. the regional inspector. This person us a shagqlyte and. srbitrary authority
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over the veberinary personnel in his area. The personnel of each veterinary area
was charged with the administration of all institutions within its territories. These
included all slaughterhouses, dairies, warehouses and plants where animal products
were processed., The authority of these Veterinary Medical Administration area
personnel was absolute in animal matters except at rallroad stations, military points
and border quarsntine points. The head of the Veterinery Medical Administration ares
was asslsted by a staff of a few specialized veterinarians suqh as an eplzootologist
and a parasitologist. The minimum staff of an ares a.dm:.nis@rﬁtion wag the chief
veterinerien, a zootechnician, a feldscher, & sanitary engineer, a statisticien, &
groom, & chauffeur, a menager and & clerk. The Veterinary Medical Administration area -
contained a veterinsry-medical clinic, a drugstore, a diagnostic laboratory, & perma-
nent hospital for non-contagious diseases, a quarentine area for contagious diseases,
a gas chanber for the treatment of wenge in horses, and s section for artificlel in~-
semination. Each ares also had an installation for processing the bodies of dead
animals and a specially prepared cemetery for the carcasses of infected animals.
There was also a regional orthopedic blacksmith shop to cere for the hoofs of
diseased horses., Each kolkhosp had courses of training for the members of its
veterinary medical sanitary staff and animel attendants. Students of the veterinary .
school also received their practical training in the kolkhosp. .

k. Under the Soviet system a veterinary medical orgenization worked on the basis of
special lews and regulations, and since in the Soviet sSystem the life of en animel
is often ccnsidered more valuable than that of a pérson, these laws and regulations
were complicated and detailed in form and were strictly enforced. The veterinary .
medical law and all the instructions for cerrying out that law were, included in = i
gspecial collection and published in & handbook for the use of all veterinarians, ¥
zootechniclans ahd even administrators of agriculture. By the enforcement of the '
minute details of these laws and instructions the Soviets had turned highly quelified
professionals Anto technical executors. The entire activities of these men were so
conditioned by specific instructions and prescriptions that they were practically
uneble t0 reach professionsl decisions on their own. The extent of the sbility
req_uired for them %o do thelr. Job was o follow these specific instructlons &s laid
dowm for each case. .

5s The veterinary medica.l organization, like all other Sov:.e'h orgs.nizati in the .
Ukraine, was controlled By & special secret service of the Ministry of’ éecwity. To
carry out this control each Institution had & so-celled “special gection™ whose
members. were appointed by the appropriete organs in the Ministry of ‘Securlty. These
specisl sections controlled the work of all the veterinary medical workers. This
control extended to review of all correspondence, to all thelr reporﬁs and even 6.
the privete lives of the workers and thelr families. In this way the- vnsa-bisfa.c‘tory
conditions arising from mismenagement could be hidden :L‘rom the ou‘bsida world.

General Anlmsl Health

6, Animsls in the Ukraine suffered from practlcelly ell of the common infectious dis-
gases covered in accepted veterinary literature. Most of 'these, of course, occurred
in sporadic outbreeks, After the first world war ‘Ghere were many cases of glanders
and scebles in horees in the Ukraine and meny ceses of scebles in sheep in West
Ukra,lne.‘ During the yeers 1928 and 1930 the glanders disease was wiped out by using
malleinization on all horses, donkeys and mules by - in’cra.palpe‘brae. All animals show-
ing posi'bive reactions to this were liguidated. In doubtful. cases the underskin
‘method vas used. and all animals showlng posi’tive reactions. were killed. At thet time
“the state insurance. company was paying 100% for animals “for which post-mortem exemina~
tions were nega‘blve and 75% for post-mor'bem positive cases. This was in accordance
with Polish la.w. . : R o

Te Mange wa.s 'brea.ted by using oin'bmen'bs and liniments like W:Lenel:.niment, & m:txture of
one~half milk and one-half petroleum, and sulphur and celcium (Flemming®s Liniment).
During the second world ver memge in horses was cured in gas chambers. .There were 60
of these gas chembers in West Ukraine and the treatment wes performed from 80p ges
obtained by burning sulphur. The results of this gas chember method were good only
in those cases where the gas chanbers were hermetic end the concentration of S0p was
et least five percent during periods of one-half to one hour.
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8, -Other infectious diseases which occurred frequently were anthrax and bla,’ck_]i’eﬁ‘ in
cattles swine erysipelass fowl choleraj rebies in dogs and other animalsy .- o
hemorrhagic septicemia .- . in cattle, sheep and rebbits§ pullorum diseases}
end . digbediper in dogs. Diseases like hog cholera, foot and mouth diséase, brucelle
gbortus in cattle, tetanus, equine contaglous pneumonie, bovine contagious plewro-:
preumonia, fuberculosis.in cdttle and fowl, piroplesmosis in ca.'l,'.tle in wooded areas,’
fowl plegue, dictyocsulosis in sheep, CL botulinum in horses, fovl and cattle sppe
less freduently. C o - - SR : g
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9, BSpecific cutbreeks in¢luded an epidemic of ‘botulism in “bhe’i Terebowla._region. This
epidemic,-occirc'réd in 1930 and caused the death of B2 horses, The outbreaks of this
dlsesse were enzootic during the entire year and epizootic during the early spring
months, due to the fact that in these months there 1s a lack of green fresh grass,
hay and other feed. According to a report-made by Dr Antin Bazer the botulism in
animals was spread by-incorrect animal ‘fingbendry practicess . In 1941 at the kolkhosp
(Sovie‘b State- Collective Bavm) near the villege of Sorocko in.the Terebowla region,
there wag an outbreak of botulism in chickens, During one night 200 chickens were
found deads -According 46 the information obtained from-the farm administration the
birds had been fed with gcreenings which had been gtored -for & long time indoors.
‘They had become wet and had sprouted. This particuler storage ares was also littered
with a lerge number of -dead mice. Tin 1933 in the Lvov County area,there was an out-
break of botulism on .&-large ‘qairy eattle ferme These caiile he” been fed spoiled
beet and-othér plent- tops from slloss: These tops had been contemineted with airt.
Veterinary Pharmaceutical and Biological Production '
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10. There were ho pharmaceutical or biological plante in the West Ukraine. Theré were some ‘
plants in the Bast Ukraine, But I have no information on theses o SR

Y

Veterinery Educetion, Research and Development -

11. The school of veterinary fedicine at Lvov was the highedt veterinary school in theé West
Ukraine, There were intermediste schools in almost every district end lower echelon
. courses for veterinary workers in every reglonal laboratorys. Al1l of the higher schools
were: financially  dependent  upon ‘t'hq Ministry of Agriculture, the Na-t:ionqa:',g'ﬂ‘ood Ministry
and other state orgens. -They were algo cortrolled by the Ministry of Higher Education
in Mogcow, vhich dictated all ‘politicel coursés and activities of the gtudents ‘and
faculty. The intermediate and lower schools were under the local Ministry of Bauce-
tione o A T T S e
. 50X1

€

Lo e ) P

50X1 12, | ebout the time of the stert of the
Soviet occupation of West UHTBlnes “there were 36 graduvate ve-‘bé‘r"iﬁ

. engeged in teaching and research 8t the school of veterinary medicine in Lvov
50X1: » There were graduste veterinariane teaching endistudying in other speci-~
zed flelds at Lvov but I do not remember exactly how meny. I do not remember study-
» ing ény Russisn veterinery medfcel 'journels published-in the Soviet Unions © There were,
however, many Russian and Ukrainien professicnal textbooks and also trensletions of
Germen téxtbooks. These translations sneluded the' titles: "Anatomy" by Eleniberger and. .
‘"Pathology snd Therapeutics: of Diseases of Domestic Animsls"® by Hutyne, Merek and
Mamiingfarj. o o L . L ’
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13. The resdarch studetits were under the supervision end directioh of the All-Union Lenin
Academy in Moscow., ALL-of these were located in the Bast Ukraine, Leboretories. for
the practical application of sclentific resesrch vere esteblished in esch district.
Eech of these leboratories, besides its director-veterinsriasn, hed on 1ts staff at
least four or Tive other veterineriens, an epizootologist, & serologlst, a parasitol-
‘oglst and & chemical technologist. = In West Ukralne these laboratories were located

.+ in Lvov, Stenislev end Tereboilas ‘ _— ' T L
: 14, AlLl the medical instruments wére elther made in ‘Poland or were imported from Germany
i i (before the year 1939). Bacteriological laboretories were orgenlzed under the Soviet
‘ oc;:upa'b_ion at Lvov,va‘,canisla.v and Tarnopcl. The staffs of these bacteriological :
leboratories included veterinarians snd bacteriologiste from the USSR. :
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